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 Sexual violence is a serious issue that is becoming more 
common in various forms. The number of victims of sexual 
violence is growing, and its forms are becoming more diverse. 
This study aims to reveal the meaning of sexual violence to 
victims or survivors and the social sanctions they face. This 
study employed mixed-method research, with 377 respondents 
interviewed. According to the findings of this study, victims 
perceive sexual violence as a bad, embarrassing, and 
inappropriate experience. The victims were subjected to social 
sanctions from the community, including friends, neighbors, 
and social media users. The Law of Sexual Violence Crime 
Number 12 of 2022 demonstrates the state’s efforts to achieve 
gender justice. This study recommends the need to protect 
victims of sexual violence from families, communities, society, 
and the state to realize gender equality. 
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1. Introduction 

This study on the model for protecting victims of sexual violence in universities is critical to 
achieving the 5th Sustainable Development Goal (SDG), specifically gender equality (5th SDG). 
Data shows that the prevalence of sexual violence in college is rising. Various news in the 
national press also shows an increase in cases. The disclosure of cases of sexual violence in 
universities demonstrates that the world of education is not positively correlated with the act of 
not sexually harming others. Universities are places where knowledge is sought, and the next 
generation is created. Reality demonstrates that college friends and lecturers can commit sexual 
violence. 

Sexual violence is a serious problem in social, work, family, and educational environments. 
Sexual violence includes a range of behaviors such as rape, sexual coercion, unwanted contact, 
and unwanted non-contact experiences such as harassment (Dills et al., 2016; Smith et al., 2018; 
Smith et al., 2017). Sexual violence is a crime against humanity and threatens world peace and 
security. Sexual violence is the threat and insecurity that affects women the most (Meger, 2016). 

Sexual violence is defined as an attack of a sexual nature, whether or not sexual intercourse 
occurs, regardless of the victim’s relationship with the perpetrator (Indrayana, 2017). Sexual 
violence is typically perpetrated by a known perpetrator, in a controlled environment, using 
alcohol, with no weapons, and with such physical strength that victims are easily deceived 
(Rossetto & Tollison, 2017). Sexual violence against women occurs as a result of women being 
reduced to men’s bodies and sexual objects (Rahma et al., 2020; Susanti & Pebriyenni, 2021; 
Tuasela & Parihala, 2017). One in every 14 adolescent/school students has been raped due to 
dating, seduction, or requests for sexual favors (DeGue et al., 2012). The lack of clear regulations 
aimed at educational institutions to protect students from the threat of sexual violence is one of 
the causes of sexual violence in the educational environment (Pessoa et al., 2017).   

Sexual violence in educational institutions is a historical phenomenon that persists in 
society. Many students experience sexual violence on campus and are at high risk (de Heer & 
Jones, 2017). Victims of sexual violence in schools/on campus are mostly women subjected to 
unwanted sexual contact. Worse, schools/campuses rarely compensate victims of sexual 
violence (Rosenthal & Freyd, 2018; McMahon et al., 2020). Sexual violence on campus is a 
humanitarian and health problem; approximately 20% of women and 6% of men experience 
sexual violence while attending college (McMahon et al., 2020). Victims of sexual violence on 
campus typically remain silent and do not take action. They only dare to speak up when they 
have a social urge to do so, and their peers are also victims (Jessup-Anger et al., 2018; Boesten & 
Henry, 2018; Valls et al., 2016). 

Sexual violence in educational settings can have devastating physical and psychological 
consequences, such as unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), fear, low 
self-esteem, and depression, leading to early dropouts (Le Mat, 2016). In conflict studies, sexual 
violence in the social environment is intended to subjugate opponents without regard for 
human rights or gender-based crimes (Agerberg & Kreft, 2019). Sexual violence is also driven 
by a patriarchal culture that limits women’s agency (Lokot, 2018; Kreft, 2018; Ademiluka, 2018). 

Sexual violence against women is still prevalent, and society is hesitant to address it 
(Hollander, 2016; Decker et al., 2018; Edwards et al., 2022). The rise of sexual violence in the 
public sphere is caused by a lack of public recognition of sexual violence as a fatal crime; on the 
contrary, the public does not appear to react too firmly, allowing sexual violence to persist 
(McGlynn & Westmarland, 2018). Victims of sexual violence often hesitate to report their abuse 
to legal aid organizations or the police because they are embarrassed about their social 

situation, especially if the perpetrator is the victim’s closest person. Cases of sexual violence are 
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frequently ignored because many people consider sexual violence to be a private matter (Hilmi, 
2019; Setiyawan & Mahmud, 2018).  

Sexual violence severely impacts the victim’s mental health, depressive symptoms, and 
severe PTSD symptoms (Catabay et al., 2019; Khalifeh et al., 2016; Anderson et al., 2016). Sexual 
violence can have a negative impact on victims’ health in the short and long term, both directly 
and indirectly. Sexual, reproductive, and mental health are all at risk for victims (WHO, 2017). 

Although numerous studies on sexual violence have been conducted, this study is unique 
in that it seeks to sociologically illuminate the meaning of sexual violence from the perspective 
of victims or survivors and the social sanctions they face. The victims’ interpretations of sexual 
violence must be investigated to ascertain their perspective on how sexual violence should be 
interpreted. Additionally, sociological research on the social sanctions endured by victims has 
been sparse. This study aims to examine sexual violence in depth and serves as a reference for 
future research on the subject. 

 
2. Research Methodology 

This study employed mixed-method research. Mixed method research is utilized to obtain 
in-depth information and data. This study examines the meaning of sexual violence from the 
perspectives of victims or survivors and the social sanctions they face. 

Participants in this study included women and men who attended universities in East Java 
and had experienced sexual violence. Respondents in this study consisted of 323 women and 54 
men. Data obtained by availability sampling. Students who had experienced sexual violence 
and were willing to be interviewed were eligible to participate in this study. In this study, 0.5% 
of the respondents were 17 years old, 23.9% were 18 years old, 47.2% were 19, 25.2% were 20, 
and 3.2% were 21. 

The data for this study was gathered in two stages. The first stage, quantitative data 
collection, was carried out using a questionnaire containing a series of structured questions. The 
second stage entails gathering qualitative data through in-depth interviews to enrich the data. 
The data obtained in the study are more detailed, in-depth, and varied with in-depth 
interviews. In-depth interviews were conducted with male and female students who had been 
victims of sexual violence. 

Furthermore, quantitative data was processed and presented as frequency tables. 
Meanwhile, the qualitative data collected was transcribed, classified, and categorized based on 
the studied research topic. Then, quantitative and qualitative data were analyzed, discussed, 
and dialogued with relevant previous studies. 

 
3. Results and Discussion 
3.1. The Meaning of Sexual Violence for Victims 

Victims interpret sexual violence in a variety of ways. This study’s respondents used 
various expressions to express their feelings and thoughts. The 377 respondents conveyed 
different expressions. Table 1 shows that 17.4% of victims believe sexual violence is wrong. This 
figure represents the majority of respondents’ views. Following that, 12.5% of victims stated 
that sexual violence is a shameful thing and an act that can occur anywhere and anytime. In 
addition, 11.1% of victims also stated that sexual violence was detrimental and caused trauma. 
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Table 1. The Meaning of Sexual Violence for Victims (n = 377) 

No. 
Respondents’ Perspectives on 

Sexual Violence 
F % 

1 Concerning 29 9.5% 

2 Worrying 20 6.6% 

3 Bad and wrong actions 53 17.4% 

4 Terrifying 14 4.6% 

5 Harmful and traumatizing 34 11.1% 

6 No comment 10 3.3% 

7 Coercive action 16 5.2% 

8 Confronting 19 6.2% 

9 Unusual action 8 2.6% 

10 Actions that can happen anywhere 
and anytime 

38 12.5% 

11 Very disgusting 17 5.6% 

12 Actions that cause psychological 
disorders 

15 4.9% 

13 Actions forbidden by religion 25 8.2% 

14 Shameful actions 38 12.5% 

15 Actions that violate the law and 
human rights 

27 8.9% 

16 Destroying generations 14 4.6% 

Total 377 100% 

Source: Primary Data 
 

According to Table 1, victims of sexual violence conclude various meanings about sexual 
violence. They expressed concern about sexual violence, specifically about themselves and those 
in their social circle suffering the same fate. Concerned victims tend to withdraw, feel guilty, 
and find it difficult to reconcile with the situation. This perception is caused by a tumultuous 
psychological state and a mind that finds it difficult to accept the situation. Furthermore, 
victims of sexual violence must be particularly worried about themselves. Female sexual 
violence victims are generally concerned about their future. The fear of not being accepted as a 
partner when married often becomes a woman’s fear. 

It is undeniable that victims of sexual violence perceive the meaning of trauma after the 
violence has occurred. These traumatic thoughts emerge and cast a shadow over the victim. 
Sexual violence typically occurs not only during sexual activity, such as ordinary penetration, 
but is also accompanied by threats, terror, and physical violence, rendering the victim helpless. 
This results in a traumatic situation for the victim. If not handled properly, this trauma 
condition will be a long-term issue that will be extremely harmful to the victim. The victim will 
suffer long-term consequences as a result of this trauma. 

On the other hand, the victim stated that sexual violence was a form of coercion. When 
there is no agreement from both parties, the action is considered sexual violence. Sexual 
violence, both verbal and physical, occurs because sexual violence perpetrators always use 
force. In the case of rape, the victim is coerced into having sexual intercourse and is rendered 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence 

 

 

Copyright © 2022. Owned by Author(s), published by Society. This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i2.384  5 
 

helpless. There are times when the perpetrators of rape use a method of making the victim 
unconscious. 

Sexual activity can be the most repulsive and heinous for victims of sexual violence. This 
results from traumatic feelings that remain imprinted in the victim’s memory. Sexual violence 
was described as disgusting by 5.6 percent of victims. The victim’s interpretation is nothing 
more than the impact of the sexual violence they endured. The disgust came from the fact that 
the sexual activity they engaged in was not of their own volition. Furthermore, anger toward 
the perpetrator causes feelings of disgust, badness, and filth. Individuals who are sexually 
harassed have negative attitudes toward sexual relationships. 

Victims of sexual violence frequently experience feelings of shame and inferiority. Feelings 
of regret also haunt the victims due to the perpetrators’ aggressive actions, which they could 
not anticipate. According to Indrayana (2017), sexual violence is defined as an attack of a sexual 
nature, whether or not sexual intercourse occurs, regardless of the victim’s relationship with the 
perpetrator. The attack by the perpetrator has caused trauma and anger for the victim. 
However, many victims cannot defend themselves due to various circumstances and are 
overwhelmed by feeling pressed. 

Meanwhile, previous studies have found that sexual violence against women occurs 

because women are reduced to the body and sexual object of men (Rahma et al., 2020; Susanti & 
Pebriyenni, 2021; Tuasela & Parihala, 2017). So far, female victims have been more likely than 
male victims to speak up. Furthermore, the potential for sexual violence affects women more 
than men due to power dynamics and patriarchal culture that are deeply ingrained in 
community groups. Men have strong cultural symbols as masculine figures in certain cultures, 
while women have strong cultural symbols as feminine figures. This social discourse isolates 
women, leaving them vulnerable to sexual crimes. 

Furthermore, no one can guarantee that any space is free of the potential for sexual 
violence. Even an exclusive environment, such as an educational institution, cannot be 
separated from the possibility of violence. Behrman et al. (2017) even state that education is not 
positively associated with the act of not sexually harming others. Teachers and schoolmates can 
be sexually assaulted. This demonstrates that there is no haven for anyone who does not want 
to become a victim of sexual violence. 
 
3.2. Social Sanctions Received by Victims as a Result of Sexual Violence 

Experiencing sexual violence is bad for the victim’s physical and psychological condition. 
After experiencing harassment or violence, victims do not only consider their physical and 
psychological injuries but also how society views victims of sexual violence as unfortunate 
individuals. Their fear intensifies when they are labeled or stigmatized by the community. 

Table 2 shows that several social sanctions are addressed to the victim. 23.9% of victims 
said they were blamed for their appearance. Generally, these reasons are directed at women. 
Meanwhile, 17.8% of victims reported being blamed for their way of speaking, 26.8% reported 
being blasphemed by friends and neighbors, 12.7% reported being bullied on social media, and 
33.2% reported being asked to repent. 
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Table 2. Forms of Social Sanctions (n = 377) 

No Forms of Social Sanctions 
Yes No 

Total 
f % f % 

1 Blamed for appearance 90 23.9% 207 76.1% 377/100% 

2 Blamed for the way of speaking 67 17.8% 310 82.2% 377/100% 

3 Blasphemed by neighbors/friends 101 26.8% 276 73.2% 377/100% 

4 Bullied on social media 48 12.7% 329 87.3% 377/100% 

5 Told to repent 125 33.2 525 68.8% 377/100% 

Source: Primary Data 
 

Table 2 shows that the social sanctions imposed by the community on victims are quite 
severe and cruel. Living in a less aware community of sexual violence victims makes victims 
feel more intimidated and cornered. Female victims of sexual violence who are blamed for their 
appearance feel unfair. The community’s expectation of politeness is not always clear. The cause 
of women being sexually abused cannot be generalized because of their clothes; schoolchildren 
who are victims of pedophilia demonstrate that clothing is not the primary cause of sexual 
harassment and violence. 

Bullying, on the other hand, becomes a real social sanction in society. It occurs everywhere, 
but it is most prevalent in conservative societies. It does not occur only in friendship circles; 
perpetrators of sexual violence in the form of bullying can also come from families. The case of 
the death of a victim of sexual violence, Novia Widyasari, demonstrates that she was bullied by 
her family (Budianto, 2021). Bullying victims of sexual violence makes them mentally ill and 
leaves them with no hope. The end of the bullying that Novia endured eventually drove her to 
commit suicide. This confirms that cases of sexual violence are extremely complex issues, not 
only in terms of sexual activity but also in terms of the long-term impact of the problem. 

A study conducted by Espelage & de la Rue (2013) revealed that victims of sexual violence 
who are still children or teenagers are vulnerable to bullying, particularly from peers at school, 
through ridicule, intimidation, and sexual comments. Teenagers who are still in school have a 
difficult time re-integrating into their school environment. Bullying from peers at school 
exacerbates the mental health of victims of sexual violence. Furthermore, the stigma attached to 
victims by the community causes them to withdraw and lose trust in others (Yanuar & Pratiwi, 
2019; Anastasya & Susilarini, 2021). 

The community’s labeling or stigma cannot be separated from the culture of the community 
that does not support the victim. Such things occur at all levels of society and in rural and urban 
areas. Even so, victims of sexual violence face stigma in more conservative societies because 
conservative societies maintain a culture of chastity (Chakraborty et al., 2018). Engaging in 
sexual activity outside of marriage is considered a major disgrace in certain community groups 
and thus deserves punishment, one of which is social sanctions. However, this culture is never 
on the side of the victim. Previous studies have found that the stigma imposed by society is a 
barrier to preventing violence and assisting victims in surviving (Murray et al., 2015; Verelst et 
al., 2014a, 2014b). 

Meanwhile, when asked which party the victim trusted to share the experience of sexual 
violence, the victim answered that there were various parties, ranging from friends, family, and 
non-governmental organizations. Table 3 shows that 43.2% of victims told their parents about 
their problems. Parents are considered to protect their children. Meanwhile, 45.4% of the 
victims chose to inform their friends. While for the remaining percentages, victims report to the 
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police, relatives, distant family, boyfriends, neighbors, teachers, and non-governmental 
organizations. 
 

Table 3. Trusted Parties to Share Experiences of Being a Victim of Sexual Violence 

No 
Trusted Parties to Share Experiences 
of Being a Victim of Sexual Violence 

F % 

1 Parents 163 43.2% 

2 Relatives 15 4% 

3 Distant Family 7 1.9% 

4 Friends 171 45.4% 

5 Boyfriends 6 1.6% 

6 Neighbors 2 0.5% 

7 Teachers 3 0.8% 

8 NGO 1 0.3% 

9 Police 9 2.4% 

Total 377 100% 

Source: Primary Data 
 

Victims of sexual violence require assistance from various parties. Survivors of sexual 
violence require the support of professional services because professional services are more 
flexible in responding to and assisting victims (Hester & Lilley, 2017). Institutions that protect 

victims of sexual violence understand how victims feel, so reporting to the agency is necessary. 
On the other hand, social and economic factors influence healing support for survivors of sexual 
violence. Sexual violence can lead to stigma from society, health care providers, and families, 
including intimate partners (Jina & Thomas, 2013; Custers & Bulck, 2013). Victims who do not 
have access to institutions that protect them find it difficult to receive rehabilitation, particularly 
in terms of psychology. 

Hardjo & Novita (2015) stated that the more social support adolescent victims of sexual 
violence receive, the better their psychological well-being. Victims who received better 
treatment showed signs of recovery. A supportive environment should also follow this. 
Without a good environment, it will be difficult for survivors to heal. Social support will make 
it easier for victims to make peace with themselves. The absence of social support, on the other 
hand, will make it difficult for victims to struggle with the trauma of post-sexual violence (Rini, 
2020; Novianty et al., 2016; Probosiwi & Bahransyaf, 2015). 

In the book Discipline and Punish (Foucault, 1975), Foucault argues that normalization 
becomes a panopticon carried out in society so that individuals obey the norms. As of now, 
victims of violence have been disproportionately blamed. The occurrence of sexual violence is 
considered the victim’s fault. The normalization done by the community confirms this. Victims 
of violence are presumed guilty based on their appearance and manner of speech. They are 
bullied on social media as well. The blame placed on the victim makes the victim suffer even 
more. This is constantly normalized in society, reinforcing the victim’s role as the perpetrator of 
sexual violence. Society even asks victims to repent. 

Connell, on the other hand, discusses gender ideology through discourse and action 
(Connell, 1985). Ideology is put into practice through action. Gender relations involve a social 
action structuring process centered on sex and sexuality. Gender equality will not emerge 
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naturally; rather, it will require the encouragement of collective actions to be realized. As a 
result, efforts to protect victims of sexual violence are critical. The enactment of the law on 
Sexual Violence Crime (UU TPKS) shows the presence of the state in protecting victims of 
sexual violence. Furthermore, implementing these policies must be monitored to ensure that 
they truly provide justice for victims of sexual violence, as one of the goals of sustainable 
development (the fifth SDGs). 
 
4. Conclusion 

Sexual violence experienced by victims has various interpretations and meanings. In 
general, victims of sexual violence perceive it as a bad, worrying, frightening, very disgusting, 
and traumatizing experience. Some of them cannot tolerate sexual violence because it violates 
their dignity as a whole person. A small part of the victims remains tolerant because of the 
violence committed by their boyfriends. 

Victims also suffer even more when society imposes social sanctions on them. After 
experiencing sexual violence, the fear felt by the victim intensifies as the community gives a 
label or stigma. Victims of sexual violence face the following social sanctions: they are blamed 
for their appearance, particularly female victims. Victims are also blamed for the way they talk. 
Many victims of sexual violence are blasphemed by friends and neighbors and bullied on social 
media. The victim is also asked to repent because the community believes that the sexual 
violence suffered by the victim is the victim’s fault. 

The parties trusted by the victim to share experiences of sexual violence include friends, 
family, and non-governmental organizations. Generally, victims tell their problems to friends 
because friends are seen as trustworthy and capable of understanding the victim’s feelings. 
Some victims tell their parents about their experiences of sexual violence to seek protection. 
Meanwhile, many victims inform their relatives, distant family, boyfriends, neighbors, teachers, 
non-governmental organizations, and the police. Based on the conclusions, family, community, 
society, and the state must take measures to protect victims of sexual violence. 

 
 

5. Acknowledgment 

The author is grateful to express gratitude to those who have had the pleasure of 
cooperating during this research. 

 
6. Declaration of Conflicting Interests 

The author has declared no potential conflicts of interest concerning this article’s research, 
authorship, and/or publication. 
 

References 

Ademiluka, S. O. (2018). Patriarchy and Women Abuse: Perspectives from Ancient Israel and 
Africa. Old Testament Essays, 31(2). https://doi.org/10.17159/2312-3621/2018/v31n2a5 

Agerberg, M., & Kreft, A. K. (2019). Gendered Conflict, Gendered Outcomes: The Politicization 
of Sexual Violence and Quota Adoption. Journal of Conflict Resolution, 64(2–3), 290–317. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002719859651 

Anastasya, G., & Susilarini, T. (2021). Konsep diri pada dewasa awal yang pernah menjadi 
korban pedofilia di Kota Medan, Sumatera Utara. Jurnal IKRA-ITH Humaniora, 5(2), 18-

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.17159/2312-3621/2018/v31n2a5
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002719859651


The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence 

 

 

Copyright © 2022. Owned by Author(s), published by Society. This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i2.384  9 
 

25. Retrieved from https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-
humaniora/article/view/951 

Anderson, F., Howard, L., Dean, K., Moran, P., & Khalifeh, H. (2016). Childhood maltreatment 
and adulthood domestic and sexual violence victimisation among people with severe 
mental illness. Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology, 51(7), 961–970. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-016-1244-1 
Behrman, J. A., Peterman, A., & Palermo, T. (2017). Does Keeping Adolescent Girls in School 

Protect Against Sexual Violence? Quasi-Experimental Evidence from East and Southern 
Africa. Journal of Adolescent Health, 60(2), 184–190. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2016.09.010 

Boesten, J., & Henry, M. (2018). Between Fatigue and Silence: The Challenges of Conducting 
Research on Sexual Violence in Conflict. Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, 
State & Society, 25(4), 568–588. https://doi.org/10.1093/sp/jxy027 

Budianto, E. E. (2021). Cerita tragis di balik bunuh diri Novia Widyasari, mulai hamil hingga 
aborsi. Detiknews, 31 December. [Accessed 06 April 2022]. 
https://news.detik.com/berita-jawa-timur/d-5878633/cerita-tragis-di-balik-bunuh-diri-
novia-widyasari-mulai-hamil-hingga-aborsi 

Catabay, C. J., Stockman, J. K., Campbell, J. C., & Tsuyuki, K. (2019). Perceived stress and 
mental health: The mediating roles of social support and resilience among black women 
exposed to sexual violence. Journal of Affective Disorders, 259, 143–149. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2019.08.037. 

Chakraborty, T., Mukherjee, A., Rachapalli, S. R., & Saha, S. (2018). Stigma of sexual violence 
and women’s decision to work. World Development, 103, 226–238. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.10.031 
Connell, R. W. (1985). Gender & Power. Great Britain: Page Bros (Norwich) Ltd. 

Custers, K., & Van den Bulck, J. (2013). The cultivation of fear of sexual violence in women: 
Processes and moderators of the relationship between television and fear. Communication 
Research, 40(1), 96–124. https://doi.org/10.1177/0093650212440444 

Decker, M. R., Wood, S. N., Ndinda, E., Yenokyan, G., Sinclair, J., Maksud, N., Ross, B., 
Omondi, B., & Ndirangu, M. (2018). Sexual violence among adolescent girls and young 
women in Malawi: a cluster-randomized controlled implementation trial of 
empowerment self-defense training. BMC Public Health, 18(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-018-6220-0 
DeGue, S., Holt, M. K., Massetti, G. M., Matjasko, J. L., Tharp, A. T., & Valle, L. A. (2012). 

Looking Ahead Toward Community-Level Strategies to Prevent Sexual Violence. Journal 
of Women’s Health, 21(1), 1–3. https://doi.org/10.1089/jwh.2011.3263 

de Heer, B., & Jones, L. (2017). Measuring Sexual Violence on Campus: Climate Surveys and 
Vulnerable Groups. Journal of School Violence, 16(2), 207–221. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/15388220.2017.1284444 

Dills, J., Fowler, D., Payne, G. (2016). Sexual Violence on Campus: Strategies for Prevention. 

Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

Edwards, K. M., Mauer, V. A., Huff, M., Farquhar-Leicester, A., Sutton, T. E., & Ullman, S. E. 
(2022). Disclosure of Sexual Assault Among Sexual and Gender Minorities: A Systematic 
Literature Review. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 152483802110738. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211073842 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-humaniora/article/view/951
https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-humaniora/article/view/951
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-016-1244-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2016.09.010
https://doi.org/10.1093/sp/jxy027
https://news.detik.com/berita-jawa-timur/d-5878633/cerita-tragis-di-balik-bunuh-diri-novia-widyasari-mulai-hamil-hingga-aborsi
https://news.detik.com/berita-jawa-timur/d-5878633/cerita-tragis-di-balik-bunuh-diri-novia-widyasari-mulai-hamil-hingga-aborsi
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jad.2019.08.037
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2017.10.031
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093650212440444
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-018-6220-0
https://doi.org/10.1089/jwh.2011.3263
https://doi.org/10.1080/15388220.2017.1284444
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248380211073842


The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence 

 

 

Copyright © 2022. Owned by Author(s), published by Society. This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i2.384  10 
 

Espelage, D. L., & de la Rue, L. (2012). Examining Predictors of Bullying and Sexual Violence 
Perpetration Among Middle School Female Students. Perceptions of Female Offenders, 25–

45. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-5871-5_3 
Foucault, M. (1975). Discipline & Punish. The Birth of The Prison. New York: Pantheon Books. 
Hardjo, S., & Novita, E. (2015). Hubungan dukungan sosial dengan psychological well-being 

pada remaja korban sexual abuse. Analitika, 7(1), 12-19. 
https://doi.org/10.31289/analitika.v7i1.856 

Hester, M., Lilley, S. (2017). More than support to court. International Review of Victimology. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0269758017742717 

Hilmi, M. F. (2019). Kekerasan Seksual dalam Hukum Internasional. Jurist-Diction, 2(6), 2199. 

https://doi.org/10.20473/jd.v2i6.15949 
Hollander, J. A. (2016). The importance of self-defense training for sexual violence prevention. 

Feminism & Psychology, 26(2), 207–226. https://doi.org/10.1177/0959353516637393 
Indrayana, M. T. (2017). Profil Kasus Kekerasan Seksual terhadap Perempuan dan Anak yang 

Diperiksa di Rumah Sakit Bhayangkara Dumai (2009–2013). Jurnal Kesehatan Melayu, 1(1), 
9. https://doi.org/10.26891/jkm.v1i1.2017.9-13 

Jessup-Anger, J., Lopez, E., & Koss, M. P. (2018). History of Sexual Violence in Higher 
Education. New Directions for Student Services, 2018(161), 9–19. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ss.20249 

Jina, R., Thomas, L S. (2013). Health consequences of sexual violence against women. Best 
Practice & Research Clinical Obstetrics & Gynaecology, 27(1), 15-26. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bpobgyn.2012.08.012. 

Khalifeh, H., Oram, S., Osborn, D., Howard, L. M., & Johnson, S. (2016). Recent physical and 
sexual violence against adults with severe mental illness: A systematic review and meta-
analysis. International Review of Psychiatry, 28(5), 433–451. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09540261.2016.1223608 
Kreft, A. K. (2018). Responding to sexual violence: Women’s mobilization in war. Journal of Peace 

Research, 56(2), 220–233. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343318800361 
le Mat, M. L. J. (2016). ‘Sexual violence is not good for our country’s development’. Students’ 

interpretations of sexual violence in a secondary school in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Gender 
and Education, 28(4), 562–580. https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1134768 

Lokot, T. (2018). #IAmNotAfraidToSayIt: stories of sexual violence as everyday political speech 
on Facebook. Information, Communication & Society, 21(6), 802–817. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118x.2018.1430161 

McGlynn, C., & Westmarland, N. (2018). Kaleidoscopic Justice: Sexual Violence and Victim-
Survivors’ Perceptions of Justice. Social & Legal Studies, 28(2), 179–201. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0964663918761200 

McMahon, S., Burnham, J., & Banyard, V. L. (2020). Bystander Intervention as a Prevention 
Strategy for Campus Sexual Violence: Perceptions of Historically Minoritized College 
Students. Prevention Science, 21(6), 795–806. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11121-020-01134-2 

Meger, S. (2016). The fetishization of sexual violence in international security. International 
Studies Quarterly, 60(1), 149–159. https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqw003 

Murray, C., Crowe, A., & Akers, W. (2015). How can we end the stigma surrounding domestic 
and sexual violence? A modified delphi study with national advocacy leaders. Journal of 
Family Violence, 31(3), 271–287. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-015-9768-9 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-5871-5_3
https://doi.org/10.31289/analitika.v7i1.856
https://doi.org/10.1177/0269758017742717
https://doi.org/10.20473/jd.v2i6.15949
https://doi.org/10.1177/0959353516637393
https://doi.org/10.26891/jkm.v1i1.2017.9-13
https://doi.org/10.1002/ss.20249
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bpobgyn.2012.08.012
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540261.2016.1223608
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343318800361
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1134768
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369118x.2018.1430161
https://doi.org/10.1177/0964663918761200
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11121-020-01134-2
https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqw003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-015-9768-9


The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence 

 

 

Copyright © 2022. Owned by Author(s), published by Society. This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i2.384  11 
 

Novianty, L., Suryani, S., & Sriati, A. (2016). Analisis dukungan psikososial yang dibutuhkan 
keluarga dengan anak yang mengalami kekerasan seksual. Jurnal Keperawatan 

Padjadjaran, 3(3). https://doi.org/10.24198/jkp.v3i3.115 
Pessoa, S., Mitchell, T. D., & Miller, R. T. (2017). Emergent arguments: A functional approach to 

analyzing student challenges with the argument genre. Journal of Second Language 
Writing, 38, 42–55. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2017.10.013 

Probosiwi, R., & Bahransyaf, D. (2015). Pedofilia dan Kekerasan Seksual: Masalah dan 
Perlindungan terhadap Anak. Sosio Informa, 1(1). https://doi.org/10.33007/inf.v1i1.88 

Rahma, A. D., Suswandari, S., & Naredi, H. (2020). Jugun Ianfu: Kekerasan Seksual Terhadap 
Perempuan Pada Masa Pendudukan Jepang di Jawa Barat Tahun 1942–1945. Chronologia, 
1(3), 169–182. https://doi.org/10.22236/jhe.v1i3.4731 

Rini. (2020). Dampak psikologis jangka panjang kekerasan seksual anak (komparasi faktor: 
Pelaku, tipe, cara, keterbukaan dan dukungan sosial). Jurnal IKRA-ITH Humaniora, 4(3), 
156-167. Retrieved from https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-
humaniora/article/view/825 

Rosenthal, M., & Freyd, J. (2018). Sexual Violence on Campus: No Evidence that Studies Are 
Biased Due to Self-Selection. Dignity: A Journal on Sexual Exploitation and Violence, 3(1). 

https://doi.org/10.23860/dignity.2018.03.01.07 
Rossetto, K. R., & Tollison, A. C. (2017). Feminist agency, sexual scripts, and sexual violence: 

Developing a model for postgendered family communication. Family Relations, 66(1), 61–
74. https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12232 

Setiyawan, W. B. M., & Mahmud, H. (2018). Menggagas Model Restorative Justice Terhadap 
Tindak Pidana Marital Rape Dalam Membentuk Perlindungan Terhadap Perempuan 
Yang Sesuai Dengan Norma Hukum Di Indonesia. Jurnal Ius Constituendum, 3(1), 68. 
https://doi.org/10.26623/jic.v3i1.864 

Smith, S. G., Chen, J., Basile, K. C., Gilbert, L. K., Merrick, M. T., Patel, N., Walling, M., & Jain, 
A. (2017). The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2010-2012 State 
Report. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Smith, S. G., Zhang, X., Basile, K. C., Merrick, M. T., Wang, J., Kresnow, M., & Chen, J. (2018). 
The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 2015 Data Brief – Updated 

Release. Atlanta, GA: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Susanti, N., & Pebriyenni. (2021). Peran dan perlindungan anak dalam menanggulangi 
kekerasan seksual di Kabupaten Merangin. Jurnal Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan, 
2(1), 1-2. Retrieved from 
https://ejurnal.bunghatta.ac.id/index.php/JFKIP/article/view/19142 

Valls, R., Puigvert, L., Melgar, P., & Garcia-Yeste, C. (2016). Breaking the Silence at Spanish 
Universities. Violence Against Women, 22(13), 1519–1539. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215627511 
Tuasela, J. A., & Parihala, Y. (2017). Pelayanan Pastoralia Transformatif untuk Penanganan 

Masalah Kekerasan Seksual Terhadap Perempuan di Ambon. Wawasan: Jurnal Ilmiah 
Agama Dan Sosial Budaya, 2(2), 166–180. https://doi.org/10.15575/jw.v2i2.1575 

Verelst, A., De Schryver, M., Broekaert, E., & Derluyn, I. (2014a). Mental health of victims of 
sexual violence in eastern Congo: Associations with daily stressors, stigma, and labeling. 
BMC Women’s Health, 14(1). https://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6874-14-106 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.24198/jkp.v3i3.115
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jslw.2017.10.013
https://doi.org/10.33007/inf.v1i1.88
https://doi.org/10.22236/jhe.v1i3.4731
https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-humaniora/article/view/825
https://journals.upi-yai.ac.id/index.php/ikraith-humaniora/article/view/825
https://doi.org/10.23860/dignity.2018.03.01.07
https://doi.org/10.1111/fare.12232
https://doi.org/10.26623/jic.v3i1.864
https://ejurnal.bunghatta.ac.id/index.php/JFKIP/article/view/19142
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215627511
https://doi.org/10.15575/jw.v2i2.1575
https://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6874-14-106


The Meaning of Sexual Violence and Society Stigma Against Victims of Sexual Violence 

 

 

Copyright © 2022. Owned by Author(s), published by Society. This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-NC-SA license.  

https://doi.org/10.33019/society.v10i2.384  12 
 

Verelst, A., De Schryver, M., De Haene, L., Broekaert, E., & Derluyn, I. (2014b). The mediating 
role of stigmatization in the mental health of adolescent victims of sexual violence in 
Eastern Congo. Child Abuse & Neglect, 38(7), 1139–1146. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.04.003 

WHO. (2017). Build awareness of the need for a health systems response to violence against women. 
Strengthening health systems to respond to women subjected to intimate partner violence or 
sexual violence. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/259489/9789241513005-eng.pdf. 

Yanuar, D., & Pratiwi, C. S. (2019). The secret persona: Komunikasi interpersonal ibu dan anak 
korban pelecehan seksual di Kuta Baro, Aceh Besar. Warta ISKI, 2(2), 140-149. 
https://doi.org/10.25008/wartaiski.v2i02.41 

 
 

__________________________ 
 

About the Author 
 
 

Dr Siti Mas’udah is an Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social 
and Political Science, Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia. She achieved her graduate degree as 
Bachelor of Sociology, post-graduate degree as Master of Social Sciences and Doctoral Program 
in Universitas Airlangga, Indonesia. Her doctoral study is about Gender, Power Relations and 
Violence in Dual-Career Families. She teaches several courses: sociology of the family, sociology 
of law, poverty and social justice, social welfare, deviant behavior and the Indonesian Socio-
cultural system. She is also editor-in-chief of the journal of Masyarakat, Kebudayaan dan 
Politik. She has published many research articles in Scopus, Web of Science and other 
international publishers, such as Sage Publications, Springer and Taylor & Francis.   
E-Mail: siti.masudah@fisip.unair.ac.id 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2014.04.003
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/259489/9789241513005-eng.pdf
https://doi.org/10.25008/wartaiski.v2i02.41
mailto:siti.masudah@fisip.unair.ac.id

	1. Introduction
	2. Research Methodology
	3. Results and Discussion
	3.1. The Meaning of Sexual Violence for Victims
	3.2. Social Sanctions Received by Victims as a Result of Sexual Violence

	4. Conclusion
	5. Acknowledgment
	6. Declaration of Conflicting Interests
	References

